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About The Event
The Indigenous Led Projects Forum is a two-day event where Indigenous groups and industry can 
discuss the opportunities, challenges and support associated with Indigenous-led projects. With major 
Indigenous-led projects on the horizon in Ontario’s Ring of Fire, the forum will consider topics such 
as project financing, development and construction, Indigenous ownership of transmission lines, 
renewable energy development and best procurement practices.

The forum will take place in Toronto at the One King West Hotel on September 27 and 28.

Hosted by 2 Industry Leaders
Qasim Saddique
Qasim Saddique is the Principal Consultant of Suslop Inc., a Toronto-based 
consulting firm that specializes in high-level research, strategic planning, 
project management, community engagement and stakeholder negotiations. 
He has worked in strategy, sustainability, socio-economic development, 
environmental assessments, consultation and research in a variety of 
industries for the past 15 years. Qasim has recently led the development of 
all-season roads in Northern Ontario, setting a new precedent for building 
Indigenous-led infrastructure in remote places.

Michael Fox
Michael Fox is the President of Indigenous & Community Engagement (ICE) 
Inc., located in Fort William First Nation. ICE aims to enhance the quality 
of life for Indigenous Nations through community, economic, and project 
developments. Michael brings years of experience in structuring projects, 
partnership and financing from early-stage engagement through later stage 
formal consultation with First Nations. He has acted as a liaison between First 
Nations’ project proponents and governmental agencies.

Keynote Speaker: 
Hon Minister George Pirie
Minister George Pirie is a former mining executive with over thirty-five years 
of experience, including as CFO, President, and CEO of Placer Dome Canada. 
He served as mayor of Timmins, and this year was appointed Minister of Mines 
by Premier Doug Ford.
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Speakers
Pat Chilton
Pat Chilton is the CEO of Five Nations Energy 
Inc. – an Indigenous owned, governed and 
managed electrical transmission company 
that provides services to remote communities 
along the western shores of James Bay. He is 
also the founding Executive Director of the 
Mushkegowuk Tribal Council.

Frank Busch
Frank Busch is the CEO of NationFUND, and 
is responsible for building and maintaining 
relationships with First Nations and providing 
information and advice to First Nation 
Councils, Staff and Membership. He is also a 
published author and past recipient of the 
Burt Award for First Nations, Metis and Inuit 
Literature for his fiction novel, “Grey Eyes”.

Jussi Jaakkola
Jussi Jaakkola is a project development and 
finance professional at SNC-Lavalin. He has 
experience in developing, bidding and asset 
management of infrastructure projects, and 
has worked on projects across a number of 
sectors, including light rail transit, highways, 
airports, hospitals, ports, power generation 
and transmission, and energy.

Penny Favel
Penny Favel is the VP of Indigenous Relations 
at Hydro One. Under her leadership, 
Hydro One has developed their strategic 
approach to Indigenous Relations based on 
engagement and Reconciliation. She has also 
collaborated with the Supply Chain, Projects 
and Operations, and has led the company to 
offer Indigenous Equity Partnership for new 
major Transmission Projects.

Philip Ducharme
Philip Ducharme is currently the Vice 
President of Entrepreneurship Procurement 
at the Canadian Council for Aboriginal 
Business. Within his role, he leads Supply 
Change™, CCAB’s Aboriginal Procurement 
Strategy and the Tools and Financing for 
Aboriginal Business (TFAB) program.

Merv McLeod
Merv McLeod is one of the principles of 
McLeod Wood Associates Inc., which has 
been in business for 25 years. He has worked 
on large projects in Ontario, working with 
First Nations to develop operations in the 
business sectors of high voltage electricity 
transmission, local electrical distribution, and 
electricity generation projects.

Hillary Thatcher
Hillary Thatcher is the Senior Director of Project 
Development, Indigenous Infrastructure at 
Canada Infrastructure Bank. She leads CIB’s 
Indigenous relationships and opportunities to 
engage with Indigenous communities. She also 
spent 15 years at the Ontario government in 
senior roles across Indigenous Affairs, Energy 
and Infrastructure, and Natural Resources.

Steve Dyck
Steve Dyck is the Vice President for Ontario 
Government, Relations for SNC-Lavalin Inc., 
spearheading the company’s approach 
for building stronger and more effective 
relationships with key public sector clients. 
His 25 years of experience has led him to hold 
senior positions in government, politics and the 
private sector.

Morris Beardy
Chief Morris Beardy is a citizen of Fox Lake First 
Nation in Manitoba. This Nation is leading major 
initiatives in their traditional territory through 
partnership with industry, government, and 
Inuit proponents. Chief Beardy is an electrician 
by trade and has worked on several Hydro-
related projects.

Adam Yule
Adam Yule leads the Ontario Region 
Procurement Assistance Canada (PAC) team 
for Public Services and Procurement Canada 
(PSPC). They support small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) wanting to participate in the 
federal procurement process.

Blaine Collett
Blaine Collett is a business professional with 
over 25 years of experience that includes 
managing companies in the private sector 
as well as senior management roles in major 
resource projects and construction companies. 
He is a specialist in Indigenous consultation, 
stakeholder engagement, benefit agreements, 
socio-economic assessment and community 
development.

Barry Payne
Barry Payne has recently accepted a role with 
PAC (Procurement Assistance Canada) PWGSC, 
but had been in the industry his whole life. 
He grew his first start-up venture Adirondack 
Technologies Furniture Inc. from the basement 
of his home on the Hiawatha First Nation into 
the third largest supplier to the Canadian 
Federal Government.
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Event Agenda

About Us

Media 
RegistrationDay 1 - September 27 2022

9:00 - 9:15 am Opening Ceremony: Prayer by Elder 
and Drum

9:15 - 9:30 am Opening Remarks by Chief Stacey

9:30 – 10:00 am Opening Remarks by Co-Hosts

10:00 – 11:00 am Panel Discussion: Ring  of Fire: 
Indigenous-led Infrastructure

11:00 – 12:00 pm Panel Discussion: Financing 
Indigenous Projects

12:00 – 1:30 pm Lunch

1:30 – 2:30 pm Breakout Session: How to Become 
an Indigenous Proponent

2:30 – 3:00 pm Coffee Break

3:00 – 4:00 pm Panel Discussion: Construction with 
Indigenous Nations

4:00 – 4:30 pm Keynote Speaker: Minister of Mines

Day 2 - September 28 2022

8:30 - 9:00 am Coffee & Networking

9:00 -10:00 am Panel: First Nation-led Major 
Projects

10:00 - 10:30 am Coffee Break

10:30 – 11:30 am
Panel Discussion: Transmission 
Lines: Past, Present, Future of 
Indigenous Proponency

11:30 – 12:30 pm Panel Discussion: Indigenous 
Procurement

12:30 - 12:45 pm Closing Remarks

Media interested in covering the event either in-person 
or virtually can register for the Indigenous Led Projects 
Forum through Eventbrite. (www.eventbrite.ca)

Register through this link with the code: ilpf-media

 
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/indigenous-led-projects-forum-2022-
tickets-356457212117

To obtain a media pass, journalists must be currently 
employed by a news publication or organization. On 
arrival, pick up your media badge at the Registration Desk.

Media Room
You are welcome to visit the Media Room for press 
releases, device charging, media kits, and onsite 
interviews with speakers.  

Questions? 
Contact our Public Relations team at: 

Stephanie Ash
Firedog Communications
E: stephanie@firedogpr.com 
T: (807) 472-5276

Follow #indigenouslpf 
for news and updates

Indigenous Led Projects Forum
The Indigenous Led Projects Forum aims to explore all of the 
challenges and opportunities that come with working on an 
Indigenous-led project, and the steps required to follow it through 
from start to finish. 

The forum intends to facilitate meaningful discussions with 
industry leaders and cultural experts about advancing Indigenous-
led projects, building partnerships, and fostering economic 
reconciliation. ILPF is directed and supported by Indigenous 
Learnings Inc.

Indigenous Learnings Inc. 
Indigenous Learnings Inc. was created to apply quantitative, 
qualitative and Indigenous methodologies to knowledge creation. 

Indigenous Learnings Inc. is a majority-owned Indigenous research 
firm dedicated to helping clients make informed decisions. Its mission 
is to create space to facilitate respectful dialogue, develop culturally 
appropriate research protocols, and joint learning outcomes for both 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples across Canada through 
rigorous research, clear analysis, respectful collaboration, and 
knowledge sharing.

Kaylee Lambert
Firedog Communications
E: kaylee@firedogpr.com 
T: (807) 630-5724

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/indigenous-led-projects-forum-2022-tickets-356457212117
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Canada’s First Forum on Indigenous-led Projects Opens in Toronto.
The most complex topics facing Indigenous proponents on major mining, electrification and construction projects to be tackled by First Nations, 
Industry and Government.

Monday September 26, 2022, Toronto, ON – Canada’s first and only forum to exchange ideas and paths forward for Indigenous-led projects 
opens tomorrow in Toronto. The Indigenous-led Projects Forum (ILPF) is bringing together ground-breaking leaders from Indigenous, Industry 
and Government to discuss the biggest opportunities and challenges facing Indigenous proponents today.

The event is being organized by Indigenous Learnings Inc. and focuses on the most complex topics facing Indigenous proponents including 
capital financing, equitable partnership models, construction, and procurement practises, among others. 

Key themes of the two-days ILPF centre on infrastructure development in the Ring of Fire and Indigenous ownership in Ontario’s electricity 
transmission network. Notable Indigenous proponents on First Nation-led Major Projects across Canada are also sharing their knowledge and 
best practises. Honourable Minister of Mines, George Pirie will provide a keynote address. 

Says Michael Fox, Partner at Indigenous Learnings Inc.; “Its time to start focusing on the unique needs and interests of First Nations as developers, 
investors and owners in major infrastructure projects. There is a new era in Canada – one where First Nations are either leading or partnering 
to advance some of the country’s largest economic projects both on and off their traditional lands.  The Indigenous-led Projects Forum is bringing 
awareness to the emerging opportunities for First Nations, Industry and Government in these projects.” 

The three proposed northern road projects into the Ring of Fire are just some of the Indigenous-led projects on the ILPF agenda. Chiefs from 
both Webequie First Nation and Marten Falls First Nation are speaking at the forum about their unique approaches as First Nations proponents. 

Says Chief Bruce Achneepineskum, Marten Falls First Nation; “It’s crucial that First Nations are not only at the table on these large-scale 
infrastructure projects, but that they are spearheading them to bring cultural perspective and knowledge to major developments. With Indigenous 
leadership, major projects will be developed sustainably and efficiently, ensuring the benefits are shared by all. Marten Falls is proud to be a proponent 
of our own Nation’s future and advancing economic reconciliation in Canada.”

Following last week’s launch of Hydro One’s industry-leading 50-50 equity model with First Nations on new large-scale transmission line 
projects, panel discussions on equity financing solutions and future transformations across Ontario’s energy network are also a highlight of the 
forum’s agenda. 

Says Qasim Sadique, Partner at Indigenous Learnings Inc.; “We intend this to be the first of many future forums focused on Indigenous-led projects. 
The outcome is to create new spaces for dialogue, knowledge sharing and reciprocal learning for both Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples and 
organizations. It’s time to collaborate on new models and solutions that will encourage improved stability and success for Indigenous proponents.” 

To register either in-person or online, and for more information on the Indigenous Led Projects Forum, visit www.indigenousledprojects.com 

Media passes are available to accredited journalists employed by a news publication or organization.

-30-

Media Contact
Stephanie Ash
Firedog Communications
Tel: 1 807 767-4443 ext. 222/1 807 472-5276
Email: stephanie@firedogpr.com 
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